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Ontario Co-operative Association (OCA) 

 Advocacy Day Reception- MPP Attendees 

 

PC Caucus 

 
MPP Deepak Anand 

Riding: Mississauga—Malton 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training 

and Skills Development 

Member, Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs 

 

Deepak Anand was first elected as the Member of Provincial 

Parliament for Mississauga-Malton in 2018, through a grassroots, 

community-led campaign. He is an engineer by education, a 

businessman by profession, a community leader by passion, a long-

time Mississauga resident, and above all, a proud father of two. With 

his wife Aruna by his side, together, they are a loving, happy, and 

community-oriented family.  

 

If there is one thing to know about Deepak, it’s the size of his heart. He will always go above and 

beyond to help community members with their issues, regardless of the time of day or how many 

all-nighters he has had in the days prior. 

 

Deepak is the current Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Labour, Training, and Skills 

Development (MLTSD), Minister Monte McNaughton. He is also Chair of the Standing Committee 

on Social Policy and a member of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts (SCOPA). He 

additionally is the Special Advisor to the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and 

Trade (MEDJCT) with a focus on trade relations between India and Ontario.  

 

His key policy priorities include youth employment and empowerment, food insecurity, reducing 

red tape, boosting foreign direct investment, and bridging the gap between the people and their 

elected officials. 

 

His signature piece of legislation is Bill 231: Protecting Ontarians by Enhancing Gas Station Safety 

to Prevent Gas and Dash Act. This common-sense legislation will allow for mandatory prepayment 

for fuel at gas stations, in order to protect the safety of vulnerable gas station workers, innocent 

bystanders, and the community at large. The legislation is modelled after successes in curbing gas-

and-dashes in other jurisdictions, including Alberta and BC. 
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MPP Robert Bailey 

Riding: Sarnia—Lambton 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Solicitor General 

Member, Standing Committee on Justice Policy 

 

Bob Bailey was born and raised in Petrolia, Ontario, just southeast 

of Sarnia, in the heart of the riding of Sarnia-Lambton. The Bailey 

family has a long history in this part of Ontario. Bob has been happily 

married to Elizabeth since 1970.  Bob and Elizabeth raised their 

three children in Petrolia, and are now busy spending their free time 

doting on their two grandchildren. 

 

Prior to serving the hard-working people of Sarnia-Lambton as an 

MPP, Bob was  employed at NOVA Chemicals’ for more than 30 years.  

 

As the MPP for Sarnia-Lambton, Bob has had the opportunity to serve in several roles at Queen's 

Park. Please have a look through the list of his parliamentary duties below.  

 

 

 

MPP Will Bouma 

Riding: Brantford—Brant 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Chair, Standing Committee on Government Agencies 

Caucus Chair 

Member, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

 

Will Bouma is the Member of Provincial Parliament for Brantford-

Brant. His involvement in the community is extensive. He was 

elected as Brant County councillor in 2014, following 8 years of 

service on the Committee of Adjustment. 

 

Passionate about public service, he was a member of the Brant 

County Board of Health, the Brant Waterways Foundation, and has 

volunteered with the local fire department since 2008. 

 

After graduating from the University of Waterloo and completing his Optometry training in the 

US and obtaining a Doctor of Optometry degree, Will chose Brantford-Brant as the best place to 

live, work and raise a family. He practices in the village of St. George where he resides with his 

wife Joni, and their 5 children. Will strongly believes in making life more affordable for families in 

Brantford-Brant. 
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MPP Rick Byers 

Riding: Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance 

Member, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

Member, Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs 

 

In the 2022 General Election, Rick Byers became the newly elected 

Member of Provincial Parliament for Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound capturing 

48.6% of the vote. 

 

He and his wife Margot have been married for over 30 years and have lived in Grey Highlands 

for over a decade. They are the proud parents of three adult sons.  

 

Prior to his election to provincial parliament, he devoted his time to community service. He 

served as the Vice-Chair of the South East Grey Community Health Centre; as Treasurer of the 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 333; was a member of the Multi-Municipality Long-Term Care 

Working Group to save Grey Gables and was a member of the monthly CFOS 560 Round Table 

Panel. 

 

He has also been on the Board of Directors for Metrolinx, Toronto Transit Commission, PPP 

Canada Inc, Links2Care, and the Canadian Council for Public Private Partnerships. He was also a 

Board Member of the True Patriot Love Foundation; Canada’s leading organization in support of 

serving members of the Canadian Armed Forces, Veterans, and their families.  

 

Rick has 32 years of experience in accounting, finance, infrastructure and government. His working 

career included roles as Special Assistant in Tax Policy for former Minster of Finance, Hon. Michael 

Wilson; Chartered Accountant with Thorne Riddell (now KPMG); Managing Director of 

Government Investment Banking at Burns Fry/BMO Capital Markets, working on financing 

activities and major projects such as NAV Canada, the Greater Toronto Airports Authority, and 

Atomic Energy of Canada Limited. 

 

His final career role was as Executive Vice President of Borealis Infrastructure, the division of the 

OMERS Pension Plan, who are owners and managers of major global infrastructure projects, 

including Ontario-based businesses Life Labs, Teranet, and Bruce Power. 

 

He is proud and excited to have the opportunity to carry on the legacy of MPP’s Bill Walker and 

Bill Murdoch to ‘get things done’ for Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound. 
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MPP Rudy Cuzetto 

Riding: Mississauga Lakeshore 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the President of the Treasury Board 

Member, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

Member, Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs 

 

As a lifelong resident and now MPP for Mississauga-Lakeshore, 

Rudy Cuzzetto is a passionate advocate for our lakefront 

community, where his family’s roots run four generations deep.  

 

Rudy grew up in Port Credit, where his original family home is 

designated as a heritage property – the “Cuzzetto Residence” – 

under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

Having worked at Ford Motor Company of Canada for 31 years, most recently as a vehicle auditor, 

Rudy understands the province’s manufacturing sector, which lost 350,000 jobs since 2003. 

 

Rudy now lives in Lorne Park with his wife Marie and sons Michael and Joey. He has served on 

the local Ratepayers Association – including the Beautification, Education, and Security 

Committees – and Parent Councils, and as a Board member and property manager at the 

Mississauga Canoe Club. 

 

 

MPP Andrew Dowie 

Riding: Windsor—Tecumseh 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Economic Development, Job 

Creation and Trade 

Member, Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs 

 

A determined problem-solver, Andrew Dowie is driven to put his skills 

and experience working in government to use in delivering tangible 

results for both Windsor and Tecumseh. 

 

Andrew was elected as Member of Provincial Parliament on June 2, 2022 and serves with the 

Progressive Conservative government caucus, and was appointed as Parliamentary Assistant to 

the Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade on June 29, 2022. He previously 

represented the residents of Ward 1 on the Town of Tecumseh’s municipal council from 2014-

2022. 
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In his career as a civil and municipal engineer, Andrew’s professional experience was founded on 

balance, identifying constraints, and implementing deliverables that met or exceeded project 

needs. 

 

In 2018, Andrew was named as one of 40 Leaders Under 40 by Leadership Windsor-Essex, as well 

as to the Order of Honour of Professional Engineers Ontario and as a Fellow of Engineers Canada. 

Andrew regularly volunteers his time at events and serving with local associations and youth 

programs including the 35th Tecumseh Scout Group. 

 

Andrew’s passion for life includes spending time with his wife Mary as well as their two cats Harper 

and Findlay. Their adventures include healthy doses of canoe tripping, hiking, and kayaking 

throughout Ontario from Hillman Marsh to Quetico and many points between.  

 

MPP Logan Kanapathi 

Riding: Markham—Thornhill 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Children, Community and Social 

Services 

Member, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

 

Logan Kanapathi was elected as the new MPP of the Markham – Thornhill 

riding in 2018, winning over 50 per cent of the popular vote.  

 

He grew up in Sri Lanka during the violent civil war. During his university time, he was a student 

leader and outspoken critic of the government’s atrocities and oppression against the minority 

community, becoming a respected voice for the rights of the Tamil people and the many atrocities 

that were being committed against them. His voice and activism soon endangered him and his 

family, and he fled Sri Lanka as a refugee in 1983 for fear of persecution.  

 

In 2006 he entered the Markham municipal election and won a ward councillor seat. He easily 

regained his ward with a huge mandate in the subsequent municipal elections in 2010 and 2014. 

 

As a Markham Councillor for twelve years he was known for his deep-seated caring and 

commitment to good social policy for seniors, youth, and families, creating green spaces, and the 

value of diversity in the community. As budget Chair for the City of Markham he was a proponent 

for bringing the lowest property tax to Markham during 2009 and 2011. 

 

As MPP, he is committed to serving Markham-Thornhill and its wonderfully diverse community. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he collected PPE and food donations for residents in need. A life-

long public servant, he continues to serve the community. 
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MPP Hardeep Grewal 

Riding: Brampton East 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Transportation 

Member, Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural 

Policy 

 

Hardeep has been an active community member within Brampton 

over the last decade, including working with the Guru Gobind Singh 

Children Foundation and C-SASIL (Canadian South Asians 

Supporting Independent Living). 

 

His involvement in provincial politics started at the age of 18, being 

elected as one of the youngest local riding presidents in the party’s 

history for Etobicoke North, and later served as the regional director of the Ontario PC Fund. 

 

Hardeep has played key roles in many Municipal, Provincial & Federal Campaigns serving as 

campaign manager, Fundraising Chair, and a Volunteer Coordinator.  

 

Working extensively with the community Hardeep has been involved in and recognized by many 

charitable organizations and government officials. Professionally, Hardeep is a successful real 

estate broker. 

 

MPP Andrea Khanjin 

Riding: Barrie-Innisfil 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Deputy Government Whip 

Deputy Government House Leader 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

A true Canadian success story, Andrea was just four years old when she 

immigrated to Canada from the former Soviet Union with her 

grandparents and settled in Barrie. Andrea learned how blessed she was 

to live, work, and play in the wonderful Barrie and Innisfil communities. Andrea proudly calls this 

riding home, where she and her husband Kevin are raising their son Oliver.  

 

Andrea graduated with honours from the University of Ottawa with a Bachelor of Social Science 

Degree majoring in Political Science and minoring in Economics. As a student, Andrea was a 

constituency assistant for a Conservative MP which taught her how to cut through the 

government red tape. Being in Ottawa; Andrea was able to work for three cabinet ministers in 

which she learned significant policies, including how to balance the budget and provide 

opportunities for all our citizens.  
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  As a Member of the Ontario PC Caucus Services, Andrea knows what it takes to help focus on 

the things that affect our communities, including the continuation of cleaning up Lake Simcoe. 

Andrea’s care and desire to help create a better community and habitat landed her the title of 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks. This 

entitlement will allow her to help better the community in which she is so very proud to call 

home.  

 

Since 2018, when Andrea first got elected, she has delivered results for the residents of Barrie-

Innisfil. 

 

As a re-elected Member of Provincial Parliament for Barrie-Innisfil, she will continue to advocate 

for regional investments in health care, secure funds for local infrastructure needs, deliver an 

economic strategy for better-paying jobs, support small businesses, and make life in our 

communities affordable while respecting taxpayers' dollars.  

 

MPP Matthew Rae 

Riding: Perth-Wellington 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education 

Vice-Chair, Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs 

Member, Standing Committee on Social Policy 

 

Matthew grew up on his family’s dairy farm just north of Harriston. From a 

young age, he was instilled with a strong work ethic and the importance of 

service to one’s family, community, and country.  

 

He is the third generation in his family to graduate from Norwell District Secondary School. He is 

also a graduate of The University of Guelph, and the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. 

 

In addition to working on the family farm, Matthew worked in the hospitality sector throughout 

high school. He worked in Student Services while attending the University of Guelph and was an 

assistant to an ambassador while attending grad school. 

 

More recently, Matthew has worked for both John Nater, Member of Parliament for Perth-

Wellington, and Randy Pettapiece, the former MPP for Perth-Wellington, at separate times. Prior 

to being elected in June 2022, he worked for an education non-profit focused on Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) and entrepreneurship.  

 

Matthew is an active member of the community serving on multiple local boards and committees. 

 

Outside of work and volunteering in the community, he enjoys spending time in the great 

outdoors, whether it is hiking, skiing, or camping. 

 

Matthew is a first-time homeowner in Mitchell. 
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MPP Brian Riddell 

Riding: Cambridge 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Public and Business Service 

Delivery 

Member, Standing Committee on Justice Policy 

 

Brian is currently a professor at Conestoga College and has over 20 

years of experience in the private sector, 

holding multiple management roles in sales, marketing, and business 

development. 

 

Brian is a sitting member of Cambridge’s Arts and Culture Board and 

has been an active volunteer in various community organizations. 

He has a passion for protecting the environment and is a Wilfrid Laurier University and Conestoga 

College graduate. 

 

MPP Sheref Sabawy 

Riding: Mississauga-Erin Mills 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport 

Member, Standing Committee on Government Agencies 

Member, Standing Committee on Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy 

 

Elected in 2018, Sheref Sabawy successfully helped to pass a number of 

important pieces of legislation to build Ontario for the people. 

 

As a local resident of Mississauga, where he and his wife Dr. Mary raised their two sons, Sheref 

understands the challenges facing the local community. He has been an active member of many 

local groups, including: the Inter-Faith Committee of Peel, the Peel Region Inclusion & Multi-

Culture Task Force, the Mississauga Post-Secondary Education Task Force, and the Canadian-

Coptic Community Centre. 

 

Outside of politics, Sheref Sabawy is a Computer Network & IT Technologies Professional with 

over thirty years of experience. He has worked at some of the largest companies and financial 

institutions in Canada before managing his own successful consultancy business. Sheref also 

taught at George Brown and Centennial Colleges as a professor of IT. 
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MPP Dave Smith 

Riding: Peterborough—Kawartha 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Indigenous Affairs 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Northern Development 

Member, Standing Committee on the Interior 

 

Dave spent most of his childhood growing up in Prince Edward 

County with a short stop in the Durham area. He moved to 

Peterborough in 1989 to attend Trent University, fell in love with 

the community and decided to make it his permanent home. 

 

Dave has worked with both the Trillium Lakelands District School 

Board and Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board and is a past 

member of the City of Peterborough’s Community Grants and Investment advisory committee, as 

well as the City of Peterborough’s Museum and Archives advisory committee. He is also currently 

a member of the Kinsmen Club of Peterborough. 

 

Dave has a Bachelor of Science in Computing Systems from Trent University and his Master of 

Business Administration from the University of Fredericton.  He joined the staff of Cardinal 

Software in 2006, where he was the Manager of Product Development .  

 

Dave’s dedication to Peterborough and the surrounding area is well-known and widely 

acknowledged, resulting in him being named one of the most influential  people in Peterborough 

by Metroland Media in 2013 and 2018 and as Sports Personality of the Year by the City of 

Peterborough in 2014. 

 

Dave has been a driving force in the Peterborough hockey community, founding the Under the 

Lock Tournament and serving as President of the Peterborough Community Church Hockey 

League, where he led the amalgamation with the Peterborough Minor Hockey Association. In the 

fall of 2016 when a planned Special Hockey International event was in jeopardy, Dave stepped up 

to ensure that the tournament would be a success. As a result of the efforts of him and his team, 

more than 1,000 exceptional players and their families benefited.  

 

In June 2018, Dave took the next step in his community dedication by running for the Progressive 

Conservative Party and was elected to serve as the MPP for the Riding of Peterborough-Kawartha. 
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MPP Nina Tangri 

Riding: Mississauga-Streetsville 

Party: PC 

 

Nina has served as Vice-Chair on the Board of Directors at the Credit Valley 

Hospital in Mississauga and was a Cabinet Member of ErinOak Kids, 

Ontario’s largest treatment centre for children living with disabilities. She 

has received numerous accolades for her tireless volunteer work, 

community advocacy, and support of organizations and clubs across the 

GTA, including the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Award.  

 

Professionally, Nina is an entrepreneur and small business owner with over 30 years experience 

in financial management. Until her election to Ontario’s 42nd Parliament, she was the CEO of 

Tangri Insurance & Financial Group, and President of Tangri-BMT Insurance Brokers. 

 

After being elected, she was a member of the Standing Committee on Justice Policy. In June 2019, 

Nina was appointed Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Economic Development, Job 

Creation, and Trade. In 2021, Nina was appointed as the Minister of Small Business & Red Tape 

Reduction. She continues to work with individuals, businesses, and others to learn how the 

government can make Ontario the best place to live, work, invest, and raise a family. 

 

 

MPP Daisy Wai 

Riding: Richmond Hill 

Party: PC 

Roles: 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister for Seniors and Accessibility 

Member, Standing Committee on Social Policy 

 

Daisy Wai was elected as the Member of Provincial Parliament for the 

Riding of Richmond Hill on June 7th 2018. 

 

Daisy has been serving the community for over 25 years. In addition to 

being a local business owner, Daisy has sat on various boards including York Regional Police 

Services, Mackenzie Health, Central Community Care Access Centre, Easter Seals Society and 

SEDI (Self-Employment Development Initiative). She was also Chair of the Board of Richmond Hill 

Chamber of Commerce, Vice Chair of the Markham Board of Trade and Past President of the 

Markham Richmond Hill and Vaughan Chinese Business Association. Daisy had also served on the 

Board of the Light House, the Character Council of York Region and was the Deacon of the 

Richmond Hill Christian Community Church, where she served as the Past Principal of the Children 

Sunday School, Caregiver for the Special Need Group and Cancer Support Group.  

 

Daisy is a recipient of the Civic Leadership Award from York Regional Police, Canada 150 – 

Women of Distinction Award from the City of Markham and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Memorial 

Medal as well as the Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
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A resident of Richmond Hill, Daisy is married and has 4 children and 6 grandchildren, who give her 

much joy, encouragement and support. 

 

Along with politics, Daisy enjoys serving her community and church alongside her husband, Albert 

Wai. 

 

NDP Caucus 

 
MPP Theresa Armstrong 

Riding: London-Fanshawe 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Critic, Affordability 

Critic, Pensions 

 

Teresa Armstrong is the Member of Provincial Parliament for London-

Fanshawe. She was elected on October 6th, 2011. 

 

Teresa has been actively involved in her community for many years. She was instrumental in the 

inception of the Argyle Resource Centre and served as one of its first chairpersons. She is also a 

past president of East London Lioness Club, a past board member of LUSO Centre, a volunteer 

with East London Optimist Club, a member of Argyle Community Association and she is a previous 

co-chair of the Argyle Indoor Pool Committee. 

 

Politics is not a new venture for Teresa. She has worked alongside and supported her husband Bill 

Armstrong, City Councillor, Ward 2 for many years. Throughout the years Teresa has worked with 

Bill volunteering and organizing community events such as senior’s Christmas parties, Canada Day 

events and community clean ups at Lord Nelson and Forestview Parks. 

 

Teresa’s experience as an insurance broker, working with the public and her countless hours of 

volunteering have allowed her to develop the leadership skills necessary to effectively represent 

the people of London Fanshawe. At a time when Ontario needs change, Teresa offers a positive 

voice and a focus on putting people first. 
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MPP Catherine Fife 
Riding: Waterloo 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Critic, Treasury Board 

Critic, Finance 

Member, Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs 

 

Catherine is in her fourth term as representative for Waterloo.  

 

For the past decade, Catherine worked tirelessly on behalf of the families 

of Waterloo Region to help improve the quality and their access to 

education. She served as Trustee and Chair of the Waterloo Region District School Board, Vice 

President of the Canadian School Boards’ Association, and President of the Ontario Public School 

Boards’ Association. She met the challenge of these roles by successfully balancing a 675 million 

dollar budget for an organization serving 60,000 students and 5,500 staff.  

 

Beyond these accomplishments, Catherine has made a real impact on the lives of children and 

parents across Waterloo Region. Through her leadership, an additional 1,600 new childcare spaces 

were created in the region at no additional cost to Waterloo Region taxpayers. The Waterloo 

Elementary Teachers and Wilfrid Laurier University’s Social Innovation Research Group have 

recognized Catherine’s work in Waterloo throughout the years.  

 

Catherine was instrumental in the passage of Rowan's Law, Missing Persons Legislation, Fairness 

for Ontario Realtors, and recognition of Craft Brewers. In Spring 2018, Catherine introduced Bill 

37 - the Vulnerable Road Users legislation to protect cyclists, pedestrians, people in wheelchairs, 

emergency responders & road construction workers.  

 

Catherine and her husband Dale enjoy life in Waterloo, where they live with their two great kids, 

Aidan and Claire. 

 

MPP France Gélinas 

Riding: Nickel Belt 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Critic, Health 

Member, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

Vice-Chair, Standing Committee on Social Policy 

 

France Gélinas is the Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) for the 

riding of Nickel Belt. She is a health care professional and community 

leader. 
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MPP Kristin Wong-Tam 

Riding: Toronto-Centre 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Critic, 2SLGBTQ+ Issues 

Critic, Attorney General 

Member, Standing Committee on Justice Policy 

 

Kristyn Wong-Tam has an extensive career in investing in Toronto's 

diverse communities through both the public and private sectors. Her 

contributions have led to the development and support of improved 

social planning programs, new affordable housing, innovative economic 

development programs, community art projects, and investments in 

diverse, family-friendly neighbourhood planning. 

 

As a tireless community advocate, Kristyn Wong-Tam has championed the expansion of green 

public spaces, farmers’ markets, community gardens including improvements to parks and ravines. 

They have led efforts to defend the rights of tenants to obtain affordable and decent standards of 

rental housing and helped create a neighbourhood association to preserve and protect heritage 

buildings and historical landscapes in the ward. 

 

Kristyn Wong-Tam has a distinguished track record of human rights advocacy and was a co-

founder of Asian Canadians For Equal Marriage, and the past president of the Chinese Canadian 

National Council Toronto Chapter that successfully lobbied the federal government for the head 

tax apology and redress. 

 

Prior to being elected to City Council in 2010, Kristyn Wong-Tam was an accomplished 

entrepreneur and supporter of arts and culture. They have curated art installations for Scotiabank’s 

Nuit Blanche and is the principal of a Toronto-based contemporary fine art gallery. As a founding 

member of the Church-Wellesley Village Business Improvement Association, her business 

advocacy and entrepreneurship focusing on urban economic development, earned her a seat on 

Mayor David Miller’s Economic Competitiveness Advisory Committee which produced the Agenda 

for Prosperity in 2008. 
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MPP John Vanthof 

Riding: Timiskaming—Cochrane 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Chief Opposition Whip 

Critic, Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

Critic, Solicitor General 

 

John and his wife Ria owned and operated a dairy farm just outside of Earlton 

from 1984 to 2012.  John was was first elected to represent Timiskaming 

Cochrane in 2011 and re-elected in 2014. 

 

The Vanthofs have four children, two in University and two working in the North.  

 

John’s public service career started with his election to the Temiskaming Dairy Producer 

Committee which he served on for over twenty years including several years as Chairman. In 2004, 

John was elected for a term to the Board of Dairy Farmers of Ontario. John was DFO Director 

when Thornloe Cheese was threatened with closure and played a key role in its rebirth. 

 

John also served on municipal council for twelve years, but he is most widely recognized for his 

ten year term as President of the Temiskaming Federation of Agriculture. During that time, the 

Federation represented the agricultural community in some key issues most notably the Adams 

Mine Landfill debate. The critical analysis of the Ministry of Environment’s approval, commissioned 

by the Federation, was one of the catalysts that stopped the project.  

 

John was a member of the Board of Directors for the 2009 International Plowing Match. His main 

responsibility was the student educational program for the Match. He also sat on the Board of the 

Englehart and District Hospital, and the fundraising committee for the Englehart Family Health 

Clinic and was vice chair of the Temiskaming Foundation. 

 

John’s legislative duties include, the Party Whip for the Third Party as well as the NDP Critic for 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. He is also a Commissioner on the Board of Internal 

Economy. 
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MPP Jamie West 

Riding: Sudbury 

Party: NDP 

Roles: 

Critic, Labour 

Member, Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs 

 

Born and raised in Sudbury Ontario, Jamie West is a representative of the 

official opposition, the New Democratic Party, and is the Member of 

Provincial Parliament for the Riding of Sudbury. This means that he is the 

official provincial voice of Sudbury and Copper Cliff at Queen’s Park.  He’s 

also the critic for Labour, Training and Skills Development.  

 

Jamie loves Sudbury and is a strong voice for the community. He is proud to call it home and is a 

proud graduate of both Cambrian College and Laurentian University. Jamie’s background includes 

working in the fields of mental health, construction, mining, and workplace safety.  

 

Jamie’s respect for workers and everyday-people goes beyond lip service. MPP West faced 

poverty growing up; and he knows the importance of government and community services in 

ensuring that everyone has an opportunity for success. 

 

Jamie is proud of his blue-collar, working-class roots. He is a fierce advocate for human rights, and 

is an eternal optimist who believes in fairness and helping others. Jamie West always wants the 

best for others and never stops working on the issues that matter most to Ontario families.  

 

Liberal Caucus: 
 

MPP John Fraser 

Riding: Ottawa-South 

Party: Liberal 

Roles: 

Interim Leader, Ontario Liberal Party 

Vice-Chair, Standing Committee on Government Agencies 

 

John Fraser is the Member of Provincial Parliament for Ottawa South and is 

the Interim Leader of the Ontario Liberal Party. He was born and raised in 

Elmvale Acres and Alta Vista, and has been an active volunteer in a number 

of local organizations and initiatives. He spearheaded the “Our Children, Our Hospital” campaign 

to save the Cardiac Care Unit at CHEO (the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario) and organized 

a fundraiser for the Heron Road Emergency Food Bank which raised $20,000. For a number of 

years, he served as a palliative care volunteer at the General Campus of the Ottawa Hospital and 

as a coach to the Canterbury Mustangs Football Team. 
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John understands the challenges that businesses face, having spent 18 years managing small and 

medium sized local businesses before entering public service. For 14 years, John served alongside 

Dalton McGuinty in Ottawa South, working to bring community-based solutions to important 

issues for the people that live and work here. 

 

After the 2014 election, John was mandated to support the development of a comprehensive 

strategy for palliative and end-of-life care in Ontario. It is a mandate he asked for and one that he 

is grateful to have. He has long been guided by the firm belief that how we care for each other at 

the end-of-life is as important as at the beginning of our lives. 

 

John has co-sponsored several bills including Rowan’s Law, a bill that passed in June 2016, whose 

mandate is to increase awareness about concussions in our schools and in amateur sport to help 

end unnecessary concussion-related tragedies in our community. He has also sponsored several 

Private Member Bills including Bill 53, The Protecting Passenger Safety Act 2014 which would 

stiffen penalties for individuals who transport passengers for compensation without a licence, 

permit, or authorization as well as Bill 60, an Act to proclaim November as Lebanese Heritage 

Month. 

 

John is married to his high school sweetheart, Linda, and they have three grown children, Kïrsten, 

John Jr. and James and three grandchildren, Vaughn, Sloane and Fraser.  

 
 


